
Have you ever been a part of a team, a company, a church or another organization 
that was torn apart by disunity? What were the main issues and how were you 
affected?

Read 1 Kings 11:9-13.
This passage (from Chapter 13 of The Story) provides the background for this 
week’s study. If Solomon was so wise, why did he make such a terrible mistake in 
turning away from the Lord?

Read 1 Kings 14:22-23.
The Hebrew people living in Judah were guilty of idolatry. They built actual statues 
that they worshipped. In our day and culture, our idols may not be as easily 
recognized. What idols do you believe threaten believers in America today?  

Read 1 Kings 15:1-4 and 11-15.
Compare these descriptions of Abijah and Asa. What decisions did each make 
that shaped their legacy? What can we learn from their examples?

Watch the short video “1 and 2 Kings” on RightNow Media in the River City 
Christian library. How does the video help you better understand the significance 
of this section of scripture? 

Read Matthew 6:33.  
How do these words of Jesus encourage you to be more fully devoted to the Lord? 
What is one “idol” in your life that you need to lay down in order to pursue Jesus 
more fully? 

As we work our way through The Story we come to a difficult period of history 
for the Hebrew people. Because of hearts that were not fully devoted to the Lord, 
the kingdom was torn in two. From this section of scripture, we are reminded of 
the importance of seeking first His kingdom above everything else in this world. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

PARENTS:

At the dinner table talk with your kids about how the Kingdom of Israel was 

torn in two because they were not fully devoted to the Lord. Then discuss how 

if our hearts are not right and our eyes are not on Jesus we can cause division 

within our family and friendships.
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For Next Week: Read chapter 15 of The Story.
This series is based in part on messages from Christ’s Church of the Valley, Arizona.

A heart not fully devoted to the Lord leads to:

• Idolatry

• Immorality

• Isolation from God

A distinguishing mark of the Kingdom of God is unity.


