
Describe a time when your actions reflected the attitude of “how can I disobey 
God and still be okay?”

Watch the video, How to Read 1 Samuel, by the Bible Project, on RightNow Media 
in the River City Christian library. Share something you learned from this week’s 
reading of The Story or from this video.

Read 1 Samuel 4:3, 10. 
Instead of consulting God about what they should do, the Israelites treated the 
ark of the Lord’s covenant as a superstitious object to bring them victory. Have you 
ever put God in a box to get what you wanted? What was the outcome?

Read 1 Samuel 8:7-20. 
The desire for conformity to the world rather than trusting God’s Word is usually 
our first step away from God. How might you be tempted to conform to society’s 
standards instead of trusting God’s leadership? Share one step you can take to 
ensure that you choose obedience.

Jesse noted that God instructed King Saul to completely destroy the Amalekites 
and their property, but Saul chose to spare some of their possessions and their 
king. Partial obedience is still disobedience. In John 14:15, Jesus said, “If you love 
me, you will obey my commandments” (NIV). As a group, take time to pray for one 
another to trust and obey God in every area of life.

As we continue to work through The Story we see how all of scripture has lessons to 
teach us about how to grow in our relationship with Jesus. This week we consider 
the importance of obedience to the Lord.
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PARenTS:
Ask your children, “Is partial obedience still disobedience?” Share with them 
how Saul was “almost obedient” to God and discuss how his compromise led 
to disaster. 
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For Further Study:
carm.org/why-did-israelites-destroy-cities-and-kill-all-people-inside 

carm.org/why-would-god-order-destruction-men-women-and-children

gotquestions.org/Canaanites-extermination.html

For next Week: Read chapter 11 of The Story.

Actions and attitudes to avoid:

1. “God in a box” syndrome

2. Choosing man’s solutions over trusting God’s leadership 

3. Partial obedience


