
James 4:14 says that “life is a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.” 
How have your personal experiences reminded you that life is short and not to be 
taken for granted?

Read 1 Peter 4:7-11. 
Peter points out several spiritual responsibilities in light of the reality that the end 
of all things is near. What are they? Why are they important?

Peter instructs us to be alert and self-controlled so that we can be in consistent 
communication with God. Why is prayer, individually and corporately, so 
important?

Peter shows that followers of Jesus are to be others-centered. We are to love others, 
offer generous hospitality, and use our gifts and talents for the benefit of others as 
we glorify God.  Compare this biblical worldview with that of the society around us.  

How can you grow in being “others-centered?” What is one specific step that you 
can take this week to serve others?

How do you currently serve others by using your gifts at River City?

Our series “Splendor of Suffering” is a study of 1 Peter. In this week’s passage, Peter 
gives us practical ways to live with the realization that life is short.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

DID YOU KNOW that one of the key values of Growth Groups is prayer? How does 
your group pray for one another outside your group? How do you want to grow 
in prayer as a group? Spend some time in prayer for one other.
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Because the end is near, we have spiritual 
responsibilities:

• Pray (v.7b)

• Love one another  (v.8)

• Serve with your spiritual gift (vv. 10-11a)


