
What was your first job? Looking back on that experience, how good of an 
employee do you think you were?

Read 1 Peter 2:13-17.
Pastor Mark noted that while the 1st century church existed within the Roman 
Empire, our contemporary context is that of a democracy; therefore, submitting to 
our governmental authorities means exercising our rights as citizens by prayerfully 
considering how we vote, respectfully holding political leaders accountable for 
their actions, and supporting legislation that we believe supports biblical and just 
principles. How can we as Christians display a positive example of submission in 
the midst of the current politically polarized environment?

Read 1 Peter 2:18-20. 
Slavery in the Roman Empire was generally very different than the slavery of 
American history; while Roman slaves did not have the rights of citizens, most had 
the ability to pursue respectable professions and enjoy satisfactory personal lives. 
While Peter was not justifying the socio-economic structure of his day, he did call 
Christian slaves to respect their masters. How can we apply this command to our 
employment situations today?

Read 1 Peter 3:1-7.
What kind of character should women seek to develop in relationship to their 
husbands? What kind of character should men seek to develop in relationship to 
their wives?

Read 1 Peter 2:21-25.
Jesus was treated unfairly and suffered during His time on earth. What hope does 
this give us for the times that we are also treated unfairly by others?

“Splendor of Suffering” is a study in 1 Peter. This week’s passage helps us develop a 
proper attitude towards authority in this world. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



WHAT IS GOD ASKING ME TO DO?

WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO ME?
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For the Lord’s sake, submit to authority in: 

• Government (2:13-14)

• Employment (2:18-20)

• Marriage (3:1-7)

Doing good is a powerful witness (2:15).

We are free to obey God (2:16).

Obey God in all of our relationships (2:17).

Entrust ourselves to the Shepherd and 

Overseer of our souls (2:21-25).


