
Where do you see hostility taking place in our world today?

Watch the short video Christmas Gift on RightNow Media in the River City Christian library. Jesse noted 
that Christmas answers the issues of hostility in the world. How do you think the birth of Jesus brought 
peace in the first century? How does the birth of Jesus bring peace today?

Read Matthew 2:1-3, 7-8, 11 and 13-16. 
Herod was threatened by the birth of Jesus, where as the magi came to worship the Christ child as the 
true King. Why did the response of Herod differ so greatly from that of the magi?

Read Ephesians 2:1-8. 
Jesus calls us to total submission to Him because He alone is the Peace Child. The Peace Child was 
sacrificed to pay for our sin and make a relationship with God possible. The Bible calls this reconciliation. 
Why is Jesus our only hope for reconciliation?
 

Humans are hostile to God and rebel against His authority to reign. We can be irreligiously hostile by 
ignoring His commands and living the way we want to live or we can be religiously hostile by trying to earn 
God’s blessing through our own efforts of righteousness. Which of these tendencies do you personally 
lean towards?

Jesse noted that all levels of hostility come from the condition of the human heart which wants to be in 
control. In what ways does your heart struggle against the rightful rule of Jesus in your life?

Be in prayer for those in your “other place.” 
Invite them to our special “Christmas Celebration” services on December 17. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

“Christmas Answers,” our holiday series, focuses on how the coming of Christ addresses the biggest 
issues of human history and present day dilemmas.
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WHAT IS GOD ASKING ME TO DO?

MESSAGE NOTES WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO ME?
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Message based in part on Hidden Christmas, Chapter 4 “Where Is the King?” by Timothy Keller, Viking 2016.


